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Dear Downtown Family,

February has been a milestone 

month, and I’m thrilled to share 

our achievements:

- We successfully completed

the DG’s visit to our club and

received accolades from DG

himself—thank you all for

making it a success!

Treasurer
Rtn Ganesh Prabhu

+91 9972096035

- A big shoutout to members who generously contributed

to TRF on short notice.

- Despite a busy schedule, we held a dental camp at

Konaje.

- We sponsored 3 Rotaractors for the Rotaract District

Conference (registration and stay).

- So far, we’ve had a guest meet, 2 club assemblies, and a

board meeting.

Looking ahead, we have exciting projects across all

Rotary avenues. Let’s keep the momentum going and

continue making a real difference in our community.

I also extend my best wishes to Rtn Umesh Gatty,

President Elect and Rtn Pavithra Kumar Gurukkal,

Secretary Elect, who are attending: Spark- Pre PELs, SELs

& ZLLs to be held on 1st March.

Thank you for your unwavering support and

commitment.

With warm Regards,

Rtn PHF Sathyajith Rao

President
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The Public Function marking the Official Visit of our District Governor,

Rtn Ramakrishna P.K., was celebrated with great pomp and gaiety on the

evening of 17th February 2026 at Eden Club, Mangalore. The event

witnessed the gracious presence of an esteemed gathering comprising

PDGs, District Leaders, Zonal Leaders, Presidents and Secretaries from

Zones 2 and 3. The programme commenced with an invocation seeking the

divine blessings of the Almighty. President Rtn Sathyajith Rao extended a

warm welcome to the august gathering. Secretary Rtn Prabhat Joshi

presented an impressive PPT highlighting the significant milestones and

achievements of the club. Assistant Governor Rtn Dr. Ravishankar Rao

conveyed his best wishes for the continued growth and success of the club.

In his address, District Governor Rtn Ramakrishna P.K congratulated the

club on its commendable progress and emphasized the importance of

creating a lasting and meaningful impact through every project undertaken

by us as Rotarians.

OFFICIAL VISIT OF DISTRICT GOVERNOR
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST ROTARY CLUB

ROTARY INFORMATION

The Rotary Club of

Vijayawada Midtown (India),

founded in 1985 with 33

members, has experienced

remarkable growth, reaching

over 750 members in 2018,

thus becoming the largest

Rotary club in the world.

The key to this success lies in the concept of a “club within a club”, which

allows members to form small groups based on common interests such as

sports, music, and business.

These sub-clubs offer spaces for socializing and service, fostering personal

connections.

Various initiatives, such as the Midtown Cricket Club and the Midtown

Music Club, strengthen member engagement while supporting causes like

polio eradication.

This model has not only transformed member interactions, but has also

increased contributions to the Rotary Foundation.

By fostering engagement, Vijayawada Midtown demonstrates how shared

passions can strengthen the Rotary community.

Here’s a glimpse of how our Midtown members stay connected and

engaged through their interests:

• Midtown Cricket Club (MCC):

• Midtown Badminton Club (MBC):

Midtown Music Club (MMC):

• Rotary Means Business (RMB):

• Midtown Yoga Club (MYC):

• Beer Boys Club (BBC):
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

On the occasion of 23rd February, the birth anniversary of Rotary

International, celebrated worldwide as World Understanding Day, the

Rotary Club of Belman organised “Sneha Sethu” “ಸ್ನ ೇಹ ಸೇತು” —a warm

fellowship gathering—to strengthen camaraderie among Rotary members

from different clubs of RID 3181 and RID 3182. The event was held on 23rd

February 2026 at Shankarapura.

The fellowship witnessed enthusiastic participation from members of Rotary

Belman, Rotary Mangalore Downtown, Rotary Club of Baikampady, Rotary

Club of Mangalore Central, Rotary Mangalore Metro, Rotary Club of

Mangalore Hillside, Rotary Club of Karkala Rock City, Rotary Club Nitte,

Rotary Club Padubidri, Rotary Club Kaup, Rotary Club Manipura, Rotary

Club Shankarapura, and Rotary Club Shirva.

“SNEHA SETHU” “ಸ್ನ ೇಹಸೇತು”
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

‘IGNITE’ – Assistant Governor’s Learning Seminar was successfully held

on 21st and 22nd February 2026 at the picturesque Sampige Resort,

Moodbidri. The seminar witnessed the participation of Assistant Governors-

Elect (AGEs) along with their spouses, as attendance was mandatory for

both.

While the AGEs were engaged in focused learning sessions, thoughtfully

curated parallel programmes—including exclusive sessions and local

sightseeing—were arranged for the spouses. Energising Yoga and Zumba

sessions each morning added a refreshing start to the day.

The seminar concluded on a proud note with the formal awarding of degree

certificates to both the AGEs and their spouses, marking the successful

completion of the programme.

“IGNITE” “AGLS-2026”
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

The annual “Rotary Quiz–2026” for Rotarians of RID 3181 was held on 27th

February 2026 at Hotel Ocean Pearl Inn, Mangalore. Hosted by Rotary

Mangalore Central and expertly conducted by Quiz Master PDG Rtn Dr.

Devdas Rai, the event featured an engaging app-based quiz format.

Fourteen Rotary Clubs from across RID 3181—including participants from as

far as Kollegala—competed with great enthusiasm, showcasing remarkable

knowledge and team spirit. From our club Rtn Ganesh Bhandary & Rtn

Rajesh Shetty participated.

Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Vijayanagara, Mysuru, for clinching

first place. Rotary Mangalore City secured the second position, while Rotary

Mangalore Coastal proudly bagged third place.

“ROTARY QUIZ- 2026”
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

To mark the 121st birthday of Rotary

International, ESRAG South Asia

organised “Sun never sets in

Rotary”, a 24-hour global relay

celebration of Rotary on 23rd

February 2026, commencing at 7:30

PM IST on 23.02.2026 and continuing

until 7:30 PM IST on 24.02.2026.

For India, the dedicated time slot for

participation was 8:30 PM to 9:30 PM

on 23.02.2026, proudly showcasing

Rotary’s spirit of service and unity

across the nation.

“SUN NEVER SETS IN ROTARY”

Timeline for 2026-27
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

Rotary Club of Puttur Yuva organised “Rota Yuva Treasure Hunt- Season 4’-

for 4 –wheelers on 22nd February 2026. The event was flagged off at Puttur

Club, Puttur.

ROTA YUVA TREASURE HUNT - 2026

INTERACT UNITE- 2026

“Interact Unite – 2026”- A District Interact Conference for the year 2025-26

for RID 3181 was held at Vasavi Mahal, K.R. Nagar on 20th February, 2026. The

event was hosted by Rotary Club of Krishnarajpura.
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Our member Rtn Umesh Gatty was the Chief Guest at Karnataka State

Junior & Senior Classic Powerlifting Championship for Men & Women held

on 27th & 28th February, 2026 at Mini Town Hall, Mangaluru.

POWERLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIP

Rtn Dr Savitha S.G was the Chief Guest at the Launch of Advances Hearing

care services held by Kanachur Institute of Medical Sciences, Mangaluru on

4th February 2026 at KHRC Auditorium, Natekal, Mangaluru.

LAUNCH OF ADVANCED HEARING CARE SERVICE
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Birthday wishes to our members and their family members

Name Birth Date

Rtn SHILPA HEBBAR,

W/O. RTN. SURAJ N D HEBBAR
1st March

RTN PRABHAT JOSHI 1st March

Ann.LAKSHMI S RAO,

W/o. Rtn.SATHYAJITH S RAO
4th March

Ann.NIVEDITHA KAMATH,

W/O. RTN. NAGARAJ KAMATH
8th March

Jon KAUSHIK P.,

S/o Rtn PAVITHRA KUMAR GURUKKAL
10th march

Jon KAUSTUBH,

S/o RTN. PRASHANT NAYAK
14th March

RTN SANDEEP HANDE P. 19th March

RTN P.Y. PAVITHRA KUMAR GURUKKAL 20th March

Rtn DR. SAVITHA GATTY,

W/o Rtn UMESH GATTY
23rd March

Jon.ANISH S RAO,

S/O.Rtn.SATHYAJITH RAO
30th March

Annet.SHRIYAA BHANDARY,

D/O. RTN. GANESH BHANDARY
30th March
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ROTARY HISTORY

NOTABLE ROTARIANS AROUND THE WORLD

RTN NEIL ARMSTRONG

Neil Armstrong (5th August 1930–

25th August 2012) was the first man

to set foot on the moon.

He was the Naval Aviator and

became part of the lunar mission –

Appollo-11 and on 20th July 1969

became the first man to set foot on

the moon, where he famously said

“That’s one small step for a man,

one giant leap for mankind”.

Rtn Neil Armstrong was the member of Rotary Club of Wapakoneta, Ohio,

USA.

At the end of 1997, the 20 Rotary

clubs of Toulouse, District 1700,

France, agreed to organize an

event to celebrate the 75th

anniversary of the arrival of

Rotary in their city. The presidents

of these clubs met and reviewed

several proposals for service

projects that the clubs could

implement in honor of this

celebration. They selected a large

scale blood drive in Place du

Capitole, a symbolic and central

location of Toulouse.

On January 31, 1998, the goal of 1000 blood donors in a single day was

exceeded with 1400 donors. It was the largest blood drive in France at the

time, and the My Blood for Others project was born. The project has grown

significantly to reach a record 3,764 donors in four days, thus becoming the

largest blood drive in Europe.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

BRAIN TEASERS

(Answers on the last page)

RIDDLES
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The person who makes it has no need for it; 
the person who buys it has no use for it. 

The person who uses it can neither see nor feel it. 
What is it?

1) Where did the idea for the name of "Rotary" come from?

2) In which country was the first Rotary Club outside of the United

States established?

3) In 1911 Paul Harris gave Chesley Perry a budget of $25.44 to

complete a daunting task.What was the task?

4) At the first Rotary Convention in 1910, keynote speaker Daniel Cady

of the Rotary Club of New York told the audience that Rotary, then

with 16 clubs, would have 1,000 clubs around the world within 80

years.When would Rotary add it’s 1,000th club?

5) What does the second Object of Rotary encourage and foster?
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Our District Governor, Rtn P.K. Ramakrishna, conducted a Club Assembly

with the Board of Directors on the forenoon of 17th February 2026 during

his official visit to our club. He reviewed the progress achieved so far and

commended the club for its accomplishments.

While appreciating our efforts, he offered valuable guidance on executing

impactful projects, attracting new members, and enhancing contributions

to The Rotary Foundation. It was indeed an enlightening and highly

educative session for all members.

“Club Assembly with District Governor”

Plan your progress carefully; hour-by hour, day-by-day, month-

by-month. Organized activity and maintained enthusiasm are the

wellsprings of your power.

— Paul J. Meyer, Motivational Speaker
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During the Club Assembly held on 17th February 2026, our District

Governor, Rtn P.K. Ramakrishna, officially unveiled and released our Club

Flag, marking a proud and memorable moment for our club.

Unveiling of Club Flag

During the official visit of District Governor Rtn Ramakrishna P.K., on 17th

February, 2026, the printed version of Club Bulletin 'Rotovision' was

released by the Assistant Governor Zone-3 Rtn Dr. Ravishankar Rao.

Release of Club Bulletin 
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Few members of our Rotaract Club of Swastika National Business School

also attended the Public Function marking the Official Visit of our District

Governor, Rtn Ramakrishna P.K held on 17th February 2026 at Eden Club,

Mangalore.

Rotaract members at DG Visit



March marks Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Month—one of Rotary

International’s key focus areas. Today, 2.5 billion people still lack improved

sanitation, and 748 million do not have access to safe drinking water.

Tragically, nearly 1,400 children lose their lives each day due to waterborne

diseases linked to poor sanitation.

Access to clean water transforms lives—improving health, dignity, and

productivity. In 2015, the United Nations introduced the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), calling for universal access to safe water and

sanitation, better water management, and stronger ecosystem protection.

Rotary members remain steadfast in advancing these goals through

sustainable initiatives such as building wells, installing rainwater harvesting

systems, and empowering communities to maintain vital infrastructure.

During Rotary Water and Sanitation Month, we reaffirm our commitment to

creating healthier communities through safe water and sanitation.

Clean water and sanitation are fundamental human rights. When children

gain access to safe water, hygiene, and sanitation, they attend school more

regularly and build healthier futures. Rotary goes beyond infrastructure—we

integrate WASH education into our projects so knowledge spreads from

classrooms to homes, multiplying our impact.

Through Rotary’s global efforts, we continue to deliver sustainable solutions

that enhance the well-being of communities worldwide. Let us reflect on how

each of us can contribute—locally and globally—to ensure safe water and

sanitation for all.
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MARCH – WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE MONTH
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Brave Man

A hotel owner in Mumbai made a shocking offer to his guests:

“Whoever jumps into this crocodile-infested pond and comes out alive

will receive ₹5 crore.

If the crocodiles eat him, his family will get ₹2 crore.”

Everyone was terrified. No one dared to jump.

Suddenly—SPLASH!

Someone had jumped into the pond!

People gasped. All eyes turned to the man in the water.

He was fighting for his life, slicing through the water with lightning

speed.

A crocodile was chasing him!

But he didn’t give up. He kept struggling, pushing forward…

And then—he made it!

He emerged from the other side, breathless but alive.

The crowd erupted in applause. They rushed to congratulate him.

As he caught his breath and realized he was now a multi-crore winner, he

asked:“First tell me—who pushed me in?”

From the crowd, a woman raised her hand.

She was his wife.

She said: “You’re good for nothing! If you survived, we’d get ₹5 crore. If

you died, ₹2 crore. Either way—I’d win!”

And that’s how the saying was born:

“Behind every successful man, there is a woman.”
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

Rotary International Convention-

2026 will be held from 13TH to

17TH June, 2025 at Taipei. The

registrations for the said event is

already open. Interested

members may register for the

event.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION- TAIPEI -2026

“PELS, SELS & ZELS – 2026-27”

“PELS, SELS & ZELS – 2026-

27”- Learning Seminar for the

President, Secretary and Zonal

Lieutenants for the year 2026-27

of RID 3181 will be held from

24th April to 26th April, 2025 at

IBIS Styles Goa Calangute Hotel.

The event is organised by Rotary

Mysore.

The Registration Fee is

Rs.9,500/-.
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

11th Rotary District Conference of RID

3181 “UTSAVA – 2027” is to be held

from 23rd January, 2027 to 25th January,

2027 at Palemar Convention Centre,

Maryhill, Mangalore.

Early bird registrations were opened

on 31st January and 1st February, 2026

at Silent Shores, Mysuru at the time of

10th District Conference – Sneha

Sambhrama.

From our club a record number of 19

early bird registrations were made.

UTSAVA - 2027

“SPARK”

“SPARK”- Pre PELs, SELs and

ZLLs – 2026-27 is to be held for

the Incoming Presidents,

Secretaries and Zonal

Lieutenants on 1st March, 2026 at

Ajantha Business Centre,

Mangaluru.
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

“RPL-2025-26” - Rotary Premier

League Cricket tournament is

being held on 29th March, 2026 at

St. Philomina College Ground,

Puttur. The event is being hosted

by Rotary Club Puttur Elite.

Interest Rotarian Cricketers may

register for the tournament and

the Player Registration fee is

Rs.1,000/- and Team owner

Registration fee is Rs.15,000/-.

ROTARY PREMIER LEAGUE 2025-26

“IGNITE - AGLS”

“IGNITE”- Assistant Governor

Learning Seminar for the year

2026-27 of RID 3181 will be held

on 21st February and 22nd

February, 2026 at Sampige

Resort, Moodbidri.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

ANSWERS TO BRAIN TEASERS

RIDDLES

Answer: A Coffin 
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1) The first members rotated their meeting places around the offices of

members.

2) The first non-USA Rotary Club was established in Winnipeg, Canada, in

1912.

3) To mimeograph and mail a new publication, The National Rotarian, to

all 2,000 Rotarians in the 23 clubs nationwide.

4) The 1,000th Rotary Club was added in 1921, only 11 years after Cady’s

speech.

5) Rtn Herbert J. Taylor, who later served as RI president during 1954-55


